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he Mission of the Presidents’ Forum of 
Excelsior College is to advance the recognition 

of innovative practice and excellence in distributed 
learning. This is accomplished by providing a venue for 
educational leaders and stakeholders to share their knowl-
edge and learn from each others’ best practices.

Proposed Goals for the March 22, 2005,  
Meeting of the Presidents’ Forum:

1. Create a voice with policy makers to gain adoption of 
policies that enable full access to federal financial aid and 
learning opportunities for adult students.

2. Define required changes to current statutes and  
regulations that will enhance federal financial aid to adult 
learners and may be accomplished within the context of 
the reauthorization of the Higher Education Act.

3. Develop a realistic plan for mounting a campaign to 
focus the attention of policy makers upon the needs of 
adult learners and the emerging crisis for higher education 
and the nation’s economy.
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8:30 – 9:00 a.m.  Arrival and Coffee

9:00 – 9:45 a.m.  Introductions and Issues for Discussion

9:45 – 10:45 a.m.  Presentation and Discussion of Issues

•  Joseph Moore, President, State University of New York, 
Empire State College

•  Ms. Phyllis Eisen, Vice President of the Manufacturing Institute 
and Executive Director of the Center for Workforce Success, 
National Association of Manufacturers

• Gerald A. Heeger, President, University of Maryland University College
• Roger Sublett, President, Union Institute and University

10:45 – 11:00 a.m.  Break 

11:00 – 11:30 a.m.  Presentation and Discussion of Issues Continued

•  James Selby, Director, Military Programs, American Council on Education
•  Robert Mendenhall, President, Western Governors University

11:30 – 2:00 p.m.  Summary and Selection of Key Issues for Action 

12:00 – 1:00 p.m.  Luncheon

1:00 – 2:00 p.m.  Setting an Action Agenda - Terry Hartle, Senior Vice President, 
Government and Public Affairs, American Council on Education

•  The Political and Policy Environment for Achieving Change
•  Unifying the Higher Education Community
•  Setting a Realistic Short-Term Action Agenda (legislative and rules changes 

through the Reauthorization of the Higher Education Act)
•  Strategies and Timetables for Achieving the Agenda

2:45 – 3:00 p.m. Setting the Future Policy Agenda for the Presidents’ Forum

3:00 p.m. Adjourn

THE AGENDA



For more information regarding the Presidents’ 
Forum of Excelsior College, please contact:

7 COLUMBIA CIRCLE, ALBANY, NEW YORK  
WWW.EXCELSIOR.EDU

FACILITATOR

James W. Hall, Facilitator
Chancellor Emeritus, Antioch University
jhall@antioch.edu

ATTENDEES INCLUDE:

David Baime, Vice President for  
Government Relations, American Association  
of Community Colleges
dbaime@aacc.nche.edu

Phyllis Eisen, Vice President of the 
Manufacturing Institute and Executive Director, 
Center for Workforce Success, National 
Association of Manufacturers
peisen@nam.org

Merle Harris, President, Charter Oak College
mharris@charteroak.edu

Terry Hartle, Sr. Vice President,  
Government and Public Affairs/American 
Council on Education
terry_w_hartle@ace.nche.edu

Gerald Heeger, President,  
University of Maryland University College
President_office@umuc.edu

Eilene Keane, Education Consultant, 
University of Phoenix
eikean@aol.com

Cathy Kushner, Vice President for  
Institutional Advancement, Excelsior College
ckushner@excelsior.edu

Chari Leader, Interim Provost and  
Chief Academic Officer and VP for  
Enrollment Management, Excelsior College
cleader@excelsior.edu

Robert Mendenhall, President,  
Western Governors University
rwm@wgu.edu

Joseph Moore, President, State University  
of New York, Empire State College
Joseph.moore@esc.edu

Julie E. Porosky Hamlin, Executive Director, 
Maryland Online
jphamlin@direcway.com

JoAnn Robinson, Director, Corporate 
Programs/American Council on Education
Jo_ann_robinson@ace.nche.edu

Susan Robinson, Vice President,  
Center for Lifelong Learning/American  
Council on Education
Susan_robinson@ace.nche.edu

James Selby, Director, Military Programs, 
American Council on Education
james_selby@ace.nche.edu

Paul Shiffman, Sr. Administrator for 
Government Relations, Excelsior College
pshiffman@excelsior.edu

William M. Simmons, Managing Principal, 
Dutko Group Companies
bill.simmons@dutkogroup.com

Roger Sublett, President,  
Union Institute and University 
roger.sublett@tui.edu

C. Wayne Williams, President,  
Excelsior College
wwilliams@excelsior.edu

C. Wayne Williams, President
Phone: 518-464-8524 (or toll free 888-647-2388; 
at the automated greeting press 8-5-2-4)
Email: wwilliams@excelsior.edu

or Paul Shiffman, Senior Administrator
Phone: 518-464-8803 (or toll free 888-647-2388;
at the automated greeting press 8-8-0-3)
Email: pshiffman@excelsior.edu


